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Trump demands end to visa lottery 


U.S. justice system is ‘joke; he says day after NY. 
terror attack, suggests suspect’s kin also are threat. 
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By Cathleen Decker 
Los Angeles Times 


WASHINGTON — Turning overtly 
to politics in the aftermath of the 
latest terror attack, President Don- 
ald Trump on Wednesday called 
the U.S. criminal justice system 
a “joke,” demanded the cancel- 


lation of the green card lottery 
program that allowed the sus- 
pected New York City attacker 
to enter the country, and said he 
would consider housing the sus- 
pect among foreign terrorism sus- 
pects in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

In remarks before a Cabinet 
meeting and earlier in the day, 


ALSO INSIDE 

» McCaul blasts diversity visas, 
calls for merit approach, A6 

» Feds file terrorism charges 
against suspect Saipov, A8 


Trump assailed Democrats in gen- 
eral and New York’s senior sena- 
tor, Charles Schumer, in particu- 
lar for blocking his proposals to 
restrict immigration. 


Trump continued on A6 


NEW DETAILS TEXAS HOUSE 


House GOP report: 
Bypass Democrats 
in picking speaker 


Panel: Straus’ successor 
should be Republican 
members first choice. 


By Jonathan Tilove 
jtilove@statesman.com 


A work group of the Texas 
House Republican Caucus is rec- 
ommending that the caucus con- 
sider changing its bylaws to choose 
a candidate for House speaker in 
December 2018 in advance of the 
next regular legislative session, 
effectively bypassing Democrats. 

The change is intended to 
increase the likelihood that, with 
Speaker Joe Straus’ announcement 
that he will not seek re-election 
next year, the next speaker will 
be the first choice of Republican 
members of the House, and not 
the favorite of a bipartisan coa- 
lition of Republicans and Dem- 
ocrats. 

Conservative Republicans grew 
frustrated that the House under 
Straus’ leadership had failed 
to adopt bills restricting trans- 
gender-friendly bathrooms and 
spending public money for pri- 


House Speaker 
Joe Straus, who 
won’t seek re- 
election, has 
long frustrated 
conservatives. 


vate school tuition, among other 
things. 

The recommendation of the 
five-member work group named 
by the full caucus in Septem- 
ber was contained in a six-page 
report distributed Tuesday night 
to Republican House members by 
Rep. Tan Parker, R-Flower Mound. 

Rep. Ron Simmons, R-Carroll- 
ton, told the American-Statesman 
last week that he had spoken to 
more than a majority of mem- 
bers of the caucus who supported 
the recommendation, which had 
been expected. 

But the report by a work group 
that included both supporters 
and critics of Straus, was writ- 
ten in a manner that soft-ped- 
aled its recommendation, bury- 
ing it in Exhibit C, and noting at 


House continued on A7 


NEW DETAILS VONTREY CLARK CASE 


State to seek death penalty 
against former Austin officer 


By Mary Huber 

and Tony Plohetski 
mhuber@acnnewspapers.com 
tplohetski@statesman.com 


The state will seek the death 
penalty for former Austin police 
officer VonTrey Clark, who is 
charged with capital murder in 
connection with the 2015 shoot- 
ing death of crime victims coun- 
selor Samantha Dean, court doc- 
uments show. 

Clark’s defense attorneys on 
Tuesday filed a motion for con- 
tinuance, asking the state court 
in Bastrop County to delay the 
trial at least 11 months due to 
the extensive amount of discov- 
ery in the case and because the 
state would be seeking the death 
penalty. 


On Wednes- 
day, after 
the Ameri- 
can-Statesman 
viewed the 
motion, it was 
sealed by Bas- 
trop County 
state District 
Judge Carson Campbell. He agreed 
in court to grant the continu- 
ance, pushing Clark’s trial back 
another year. 

Clark was scheduled to go to 
trial March 19. He will now be tried 
beginning Feb. 5, 2019, Camp- 
bell said. 

Prosecutors objected to the 
request, urging Campbell to begin 
the trial as soon as possible. 


Clark continued on A7 
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A train waits at the MetroRail station at East Fourth and Neches streets in downtown Austin on 
Wednesday. Plans for a new station would shift the rail station a block east on Fourth Street, between 
Neches and Red River streets, and provide three stretches of track to accommodate five MetroRail trains 
at a time. RICARDO B. BRAZZIELL / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


Moving rail station 


New downtown Austin 
MetroRail depot will 
not open until 2021. 


By Ben Wear 
bwear@statesman.com 


The new downtown MetroRail 
station will take two years longer 
to complete than Capital Metro 
said just a few months ago, and 
cost about 80 percent more than 
the original $22 million estimate. 

That $39.4 million cost to move 
and expand the “temporary” sta- 
tion, which has sat at Fourth and 
Neches streets since the commuter 
rail line opened in March 2010, 
now includes several city under- 
ground utility projects that drove 
up the cost considerably. Austin 
will pay $3 million of that cost. 

But Capital Metro officials also 
pointed to changes they chose to 
make during the design, includ- 
ing crossing gates at Sabine, styl- 
ized metal canopies at the new 
station and the cost of building 
a temporary train station east 
of Red River Street during con- 
struction. 

The overall project would shift 
the rail station a block east on 


to cost $17M more 


Anew MetroRail station 


Capital Metro now says that building this new downtown 
Austin station for MetroRail, a block east of the current one, 
will cost $39.4 million, including various city of Austin utility 
replacements the transit agency agreed to do. The work 
should take until at least late 2021 to complete. 
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Fourth Street, between Neches 
and Red River streets, and provide 
three stretches of track to accom- 
modate five MetroRail trains at 
atime. That would allow Capital 
Metro to board and move more 
people during rush hour and fes- 
tivals, when the 200-person cars 
are standing-room-only. 

The existing rail station site 


three tracks SIFE 


would become a pedestrian plaza, 
and the two blocks of Fourth 
between Trinity and Red River 
streets would be closed to cars. 
A couple of months ago city offi- 
cials converted a portion of Fifth 
Street to two-way traffic to help 
with that shift. 


Station continued on A6 


==__ HOME&GARDEN EXTRA _— 


A LOWES SUCTION FOR OUR SHEECHIORES 


SMALL BACKYARD BOX 
FEATURES BIG DESIGN 


ONLY IN THE EPAPER 
Home & Garden Extra 
in today’s ePaper 


Find four pages of additional 
home and garden coverage only 
for Statesman subscribers at 
statesman.com/epaper. 


NATION & WORLD, A10 
Sex harassment claims 
in Hollywood growing 


Six women come forward to 
accuse director Brett Ratner; 
Dustin Hoffman apologizes after 
ex-intern claims groping in 1985. 


METRO & STATE, B1 
Texas abortion law 
back in federal court 


Trialis set to start Thursday 
onlawinstate’s new abortion 
restrictions that bans dilation- 
and-evacuation procedure. 
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